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Turkey is a rich country with its vegetation diversity.The diversity of plant
species has affected from the climate, landforms and soil structure as
well as humans in our country.The present shape of the natural
vegetation in our country took place in the Cenozoic period.In Turkey
which is located in the temperate zone, significant changes in climate is
seen even at very short distances.For this reason, the number of plant
species in our country is close to the number of plant species in all of
Europe..



With the beginning of settled life in Turkey,the vegetation has
undergone an intense destruction to obtain fuel and also in war.



Approximately 12,000 plant species and subspecies have been
identified in our country.

Steppe

Spruce, Yellow pine

Red pine, Oak, Maquis

Subalpine, Alpine meadows

Yellow pine, Fir, Black Pine High Plateau steppe

Beech Chestnut, Oak

Cedar, Fir, Black Pine

Agricultural areas

Anthropogenic and wooded steppe

Larch, oak and juniper

East and south east forests



* Various types of climate
* Various soil types
* Change of landforms and altitude at short distances
* The geographical position of our country
* The three sides of our country are surrounded by the sea
* The influence of different air masses

Causes of Turkey's rich plant diversity:



Age, diameter and size are the trees that have dimensions on their usual scale of 
their own, have a special place in culture and history in their local folklore, and have 
a natural life length that can provide communication between past and present, 
present and future.

Monumental (age-old) Tree



İnkaya Plane Tree - BURSA (600 years old)



Ambar Tar - ANTALYA (2300 years old)



Relikt Plant
A part of the plant in Turkey called relict plants and they remained from history of 
geological time. For example, a fern is a relict plant.These have been extensively 
destroyed due to the changing climate conditions, which have had a wide spread in 
the past and these plant species can be held in certain areas now.

Eguisetum arvense plant located in the River Bartın Valley is a relict 
plant.bitkilerdendir. 



Endemic Plant

Some of the plants in our country
are endemic species. These plants
grow on the ground only on a certain
area. Turkey is a rich country in such
plants.

Kaz Mountain Shadow in the Mountains Kaz.

Sweetgum Tree in Köyceğiz

Date palm in Datça Peninsula

Kasnak Oak in the Lake District

Istranca Oak in Zonguldak

İspir Oak in Kastamonu and Yozgat



Endemic plants are located in most of the Mountains Toros in Turkey.



Kaz Mountain Shadow in Mountains KazGöknarı



Sweetgum Tree in Köyceğiz



Date palm in Datça Peninsula



Kasnak Oak in the Lake District



Istranca Oak in Zonguldak



Ispir Oak in Kastamonu and Yozgat



Turkey’s
Vegetation

Tree
Formation

Bush 
Formation

Grass
Formation

Black Sea Forests

Mediterranean
Forests

Western 
Anatolia Forests

Forests in the 
Inner Area

Scrub

Garig

Pseudo Scrub

Steppe

Mountain
Meadows



Tree (Forest) Formation



Forests cover 27.6% of our country. Approximately 80% of those forests is located on the coast. The
forests are divided into groups such as grove, damaged forest, coppice and damaged coppice. Grove
forest: grown from seedlings or sowing and planting. Coppice forest:these forests are grown from shoots
that come from the bottom logs or roots of broad-leaved trees. 80% of forest in Turkey are grove forest
and 20% of them are coppice forests. A large part of the forests in our country is made up of needle
leaved and broad-leaved trees. Some of our forest areas are mixed forests with needle leaved trees and
broad-leaved trees.



Distribution of Forests in 
Turkey by Region
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BLACK SEA FOREST

Since there is plenty of rainfall during the year in North Anatolia, the forests start from the shore and rise
to about 2000 meters.
Those forests ares about 1/3 of the total forests in our country.
The North Anatolian forests form three generations according to their height: broad leaves in low places,
needle leaved trees in high places, mixed forests in between. Beech, chestnut, linden, hornbeam, oak,
maple, alder species are common in the coast. These trees drop their leaves in winter.



BLACK SEA FOREST

On the western coasts of North Anatolia, fir trees and black pine largely occupy the
place. Spruce, yellow pollen and fir are common on the shores of the Eastern Black
Sea. On the southern slopes of the North Anatolian Mountains, there is a dense oak
forest. In this section, beech, hornbeam, alder and linden are found in places up to
1000 meters high, while yellowpox, larch, juniper and firs are found higher.



Beech, chestnut, linden, hornbeam, oak, maple, alder species are
common in the coastal part of the Black Sea. These trees drop their
leaves in the winter.



MEDITERRANEAN FORESTS

Mediterranean Forests begin from the eastern part of the Dalaman River valley and continue until the
east of the Iskenderun Gulf.
The forests in this area are starting from the shore in some places and in some places after maquis. The
most dominant tree species in the Mediterranean Forests is Calabrian Pine. Calabrian Pine starts from the
shore, after 1200 meters it gives its place to cedar, fir and juniper.



WEST ANATOLIAN FORESTS

Western Anatolia is the area where forest takes a wide space up in our country. The main tree species in
the forests of the South Marmara and Aegean coasts are oak, fagus, chestnut, carpinus, fir, larch, and
calabrian pine. While fir is widespread in Mount Ida, oak, juniper and calabrian Pine are widespread in
Mount Boz and Aydın mountains. The main spreading area of pistachio pines in our country is between
Mount Ida and Aydin Mountains. Turkey is the second largest area of pine nuts in the world after Spain.



INTERIOR FORESTS

The area covered by the forests in the interior is small. The forests in Central Anatolia are located in
mountainous areas.
There are more oaks and larch trees around Kayseri, Aksaray, Ankara and Yozgat.
Oak species are widespread in the Eastern Anatolia Forests. There are Scotch Pine forests around
Sarıkamış. One of the sprawling areas of oak forests is the Southeastern Toros Mountains.
.



INFORMATION NOTES

Tree Types Coverage Area (Hectare)

Calabrian Pine 5.854.672

60-Oak 5.152.561

Larch 4.693.059

Fergus 1.961.659

Scotch Pine 1.479.647

The most abundant tree species in Turkey



Oleander Wild Olive

Myrtus Terebinth



Lentisk Redbud

Locust Tree Cermes Oak



Wild Liquorice Harmal

Prickly Thrift
Mullein



Snowdrop
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